ROYAL  BURGH  OF  KIRKCALDY 


ANNUAL 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

AND  THE 

Sanitary  Inspector 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  1962 


Printed  by  The  Allen  Lithographic  Co.  Ltd.,  Kirkcaidy 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28653816 


' 


ROYAL  BURGH  OF  KIRKCALDY 


Health  and  Welfare  Department, 

Town  House, 

KIRKCALDY. 


November,  1963. 


To  the  PROVOST,  MAGISTRATES  and  TOWN  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  ROYAL  BURGH  OF  KIRKCALDY. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  a report  on  the  health  of  the  Burgh 
for  the  year  1962. 

As  formerly,  the  Foreword  contains  a brief  review  and  the 
statistics  are  shown  thereafter. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  R.  W.  HAY, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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FOREWORD 

and 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


1962 

Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  year 

52,697 

Births 

967 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 

18.4 

Illegitimate  birth-rate  per  100  live  births 

5.3 

Marriages 

430 

Marriage  rate  . . 

8.2 

Deaths  . . 

551 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population 

10.5 

Infant  deaths 

24 

Infant  Mortality  rate  . . 

25 

Still-births 

22 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  live  births  . . 

22 

Maternal  deaths 

— 

Maternal  death-rate 

— 

All  Tuberculosis  Deaths 

2 

All  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

0.04 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Deaths 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate  . . 

0.02 

Area  of  Burgh  . . 

4,890 

acres 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  burgh 

17,232 

Rateable  value  of  Burgh 

£1,205,000 
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The  vital  statistics  shown  on  the  opposite  page  are  reasonably 
satisfactory  but  read  in  conjunction  with  those  for  the  previous  five 
years  certain  trends  can  be  detected.  The  illegitimate  birth  rate  is  rising 
while  the  marriage  rate  is  falling.  It  is  too  early  to  say  whether  these 
are  inter-related  and  indicate  a lowering  of  moral  standards.  For  many 
years  Kirkcaldy  was  noteworthy  for  its  high  marriage  rate  and  low 
birth  rate,  especially  as  regards  illegitimacy. 

It  would  appear  however  that  there  is  a real  increase  in  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  which  had  been  steadily  falling  since  the  beginning  of 
this  century.  The  number  of  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  is  24 
- not  a large  number  in  terms  of  statistics  but  disturbing  nevertheless 
when  compared  with  the  record  low  number  of  14  in  1960.  Most  of 
these  deaths  were  attributed  to  ante-natal  influences  the  nature  of  which 
is  continuing  to  attract  research  with  little  positive  results.  Seven  deaths 
were  probably  due  to  infections  and  must  be  regarded  as  preventable. 
Broncho-pneumonia  accounted  for  five  of  these;  gastro-enteritis  and 
tuberculous  meningitis  each  accounted  for  one  death.  The  time  appears 
to  be  opprtune  for  a searching  enquiry  into  every  infant  death  or  still 
birth  on  the  lines  which  the  Department  of  Health  introduced  in  the 
case  of  maternal  deaths.  It  is  many  years  since  a mother  died  in  Kirk- 
caldy as  a result  of  childbirth  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  enquiries 
into  maternal  deaths  contributed  to  this  happy  state  of  affairs. 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis,  as  predicted  in  earlier  reports,  is  now 
almost  a negligible  factor  in  the  general  death  rate  but  the  old  case 
can  still  cause  death  and  there  is  the  ever-present  danger  of  importing 
infection  from  abroad  into  a community  which  is  vulnerable  up  to  the 
age  of  thirteen  years. 

In  the  report  for  the  previous  year  it  was  thought  unlikely  that 
there  could  be  much  contraction  in  the  basic  preventive  services,  and 
that  view  is  still  held.  Relaxation  on  the  home  front  is  incompatible 
with  relaxation  of  quarantine  measures  in  relation  to  infectious  diseases. 
At  the  same  time  there  is  a continuing  expansion  of  such  domiciliary 
services  as  domestic  help,  home  nursing,  chiropody,  etc.,  mainly  to 
assist  the  ageing  population.  The  result  has  not  been  so  much  as 
“obviate  the  need  for  the  admission  of  patients  to  hospital”  to  quote 
S.H.H.D.  Circular  133/62,  but  to  alleviate  the  plight  of  those  who 
should  be  somewhere  where  continuous  nursing  care  can  be  given. 

Health  visitors  have  not  been  attached  to  any  individual  general 
practitioner  or  group  of  practitioners  but  the  contact  between  the  two 
is  now  fairly  close  in  the  Burgh.  The  follow-up  of  cases  discharged 
from  hospital  has  always  been  good.  At  one  time  the  Burgh  employed 
an  almoner  for  this  purpose  who  also  acted  as  almoner  within  the 
Kirkcaldy  group  of  hospitals.  The  Hospital  Board  now  employ  the 
Burgh’s  former  (retired)  Superintendent  of  Nurses  in  a like  capacity. 
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The  Burgh  participated  in  an  interesting  health  education  project 
in  South  East  Scotland,  namely,  the  Dental  Campaign  held  between 
January  and  April.  A tremendous  amount  of  work  and  enthusiasm 
was  put  into  the  campaign  and  it  would  be  invidious  to  single  out  any 
one  agency  as  being  the  most  valuable.  Basically  it  was  the  teachers 
in  the  Burgh  schools  who  put  it  across  the  children  and  the  latter 
carried  their  parents  with  them.  The  most  valuable  features  of  the 
campaign  have  been  put  into  current  practice.  School  entrants  who 
are  almost  always  accompanied  by  their  mothers  on  the  first  medical 
examination  are  now  given  the  “Happy  Smile”  club  card  and  a tooth 
brush.  The  mothers  are  impressed  with  the  value  of  the  correct  drill 
for  oral  hygiene.  The  record  card  is  assessed  about  a month  later  by 
the  school  nurse  and  badges  awarded.  It  is  difficult  to  assess  the  value 
of  these  measures  but  the  Department  and  all  who  were  concerned 
were  impressed  by  the  excellent  results  of  the  survey  conducted  in 
October  following  the  campaign.  Indeed  the  results  were  even  better 
than  those  claimed  for  the  fluoridation  of  drinking  water  in  the  few 
areas  where  this  has  been  done  in  this  country! 

The  Clean  Air  Act  is  making  slow  progress  in  the  Burgh  for  the 
reasons  referred  to  in  the  previous  Annual  Report. 

The  abatement  of  noise  is  not  an  urgent  problem  and  the  few 
complaints  which  arise  are  usually  adjusted  satisfactorily.  The  associ- 
ated vibration  from  heavy  plant  can  be  as  troublesome  as  the  actual 
noise  to  occupants  of  adjoining  houses.  The  latter  are  gradually  being 
replaced  as  housing  develops  and,  unfortunately,  heavy  industry  is  also 
disappearing  from  the  Burgh.  Indeed  an  anxious  appraisal  of  the  Burgh’s 
future  was  being  conducted  as  the  year  ended. 
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A.  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  FUNCTIONS 
1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  (Section  22) 


(a)  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics*  (whether  provided 
at  Child  Welfare  Centres  or  at  other  premises). 

Ante-natal 

(i)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 

provided  by  local  health  authority  1 

(ii)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 

provided  by  voluntary  bodies  . . — 

(iii)  Total  number  of  women  who 

attended  the  clinics  during  the  year  1,043 

{b)  Child  Welfare  Clinics* 

(i)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 

provided  by  local  health  authority  5 

(ii)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 

provided  by  voluntary  bodies  . . — 

(iii)  Total  number  of  children  under 
five  years  of  age  who  first  attended 
at  the  clinics  during  the  year  and 
who,  on  the  date  of  their  first 
attendance,  were  : 

{a)  under  one  year  of  age  . . 870 

{b)  over  one  year  of  age  . . 99 

(iv)  Total  number  of  attendances 
during  the  year  made  at  the  clinics 
by  children  who,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  were  : 

{a)  under  one  year  of  age  ..  11,834 

{b)  over  one  year  of  age  . . 4,878 

*Clinics  mean  clinic  premises. 

(c)  Dental  Care  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers, 
AND  Pre-School  Children. 


M.  & C.  W.  Year  - 1st  January  to  31st  December,  1962. 


General  Statistics 

Age 

Maternity 

3 

or 

under 

4 

Total 

Ages 

0-4 

Ante- 

Natal 

Post- 

Natal 

Routine  Dental  Inspection 

51 

99 

150 



2 

With  dental  defects  . . 

39 

97 

136 

4 

2 

Offered  treatment 

39 

97 

136 

4 

2 

Accepting  treatment  . . 

39 

97 

136 

4 

2 

Treated  by  L.A.  Dental  Officers 

39 

97 

136 

4 

2 

Number  made  dentally  fit 

46 

111 

157 

3 

2 

Special  and  emergency  cases 

52 

41 

93 

4 

— 

Attendances  for  treatment 

455 

17 

8 

11 


Details  of  Treatment; 


(a)  Fillings 

(i)  Permanent  teeth  . . . . . . . . 2 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth  . . . . . . . . 241 

(b)  Extractions  (not  including  orthodontics) 

(i)  Permanent  teeth  . . . . . . . . 1 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth  . . . . . . . . 61 

Other  operations  - Permanent  teeth  . . . . . . 26 

Deciduous  teeth  . . . . . . 346 

Dentures  - Full  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Radiographs  - Number  of  exposures 

(not  including  orthodontics)  - 3 years  . . 1 

Total  half-days  worked  during  year  in  M.  & C.  W.  Service  46 


(d)  Welfare  Foods  - Statement  of  issues  during  1962: 


Issued 
during  1962 

Recoveries 
during  1962 

National  Dried  Milk- 

—Tins 

3,342 

£ s.  d. 
347  18  0 

Orange  Juice 

Bottles 

8,399 

571  16  6 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

Bottles 

1,196 

49  6 0 

A.  & D.  Tablets 

Packets 

476 

119  6 

2.  Midwifery  (Section  23) 

(a)  Total  number  of  births  (including  still-births) 
occurring  in  the  area  during  the  year — that  is, 

before  correction  for  mothers’  residence  . . . . 1,667 

(b)  Number  of  births  in  (a)  classified  to  show  type 
of  case  and  whether  doctor  was  present  at  con- 
finement : 

(i)  Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  23(2)  of  the 
National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947  : 

(a)  Doctor  engaged  and  present  at  confinement  113 

(b)  Doctor  engaged  but  not  present  at  con- 
finement . . . . . . . . . . 109 

(c)  Midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  . . — 

(d)  No  prior  arrangements  for  domiciliary 
confinement  (booked  for  maternity  hos- 
pital), but  midwifery  services  provided 
free  of  charge  by  local  health  authority 


until  patient  transferred  to  hospital  4 

(e)  Domiciliary  cases  transferred  to  maternity 

hospital  for  confinement  . . . . . . 39 

(ii)  Other  Domiciliary  Cases  : 

(a)  Doctor  and  midwife  engaged  . . . . 1 

(b)  Midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  . . 1 

(c)  All  other  cases  . . . . . . . . 2 
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(iii)  Cases  attended  at  Institution  (including  private 
maternity  and  nursing  homes)  in  the  area 
of  the  local  health  authority  ..  ..  1,398 


(iv)  Administration  of  Analgesia  : Gas  and  Air  Trilene 


(a)  Number  of  domiciliary  midwives 
qualified  to  administer  analgesia 
in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  for  Scotland 

(b)  Number  of  sets  of  apparatus  for 
the  administration  of  analgesia 
at  31st  December,  1962  . . 

(c)  Number  of  cases  in  which  anal- 
gesia was  administered  by  mid- 
wives in  domiciliary  practice  : 

(i)  when  doctor  was  not  present 
at  confinement 

(ii)  when  doctor  was  present  at 
confinement  . . 

(d)  Number  of  cases  in  which  pethi- 
dine was  administered  by  mid- 
wives in  domiciliary  practice 
during  the  year  : 

(i)  when  doctor  was  not  present 
at  delivery  (but  under  his 
instructions) 

(ii)  when  doctor  was  present  at 
delivery 


6 5 

2 2 

5 59 

2 35 


2 

3 


(v)  Number  of  cars  in  use  by  midwives 
at  31st  December,  1962  (plus  taxis 
hired  during  night)  . . . . . . 2 


(vi)  Number  of  maternity  packs  issued  to 

domiciliary  cases  during  the  year  . . 250 

Cost  to  Local  Health  Authority  . . £142  14  2 


(vii)  Number  of  visits  by  domiciliary  mid- 
wives to  cases  during  the  year  . . 4,997 


(viii)  Medical  Aid  : 

(a)  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical 
aid  was  summoned  during  the 
year  by  a midwife  and  a fee  was 
payable  by  the  local  health 
authority  under  Section  14(2)  of 
the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act, 

1951  Nil 
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Gas  and 

Air  Trilene 

(b)  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical 
aid  was  summoned  during  the 
year  by  a midwife  where  the 
medical  practitioner  had  agreed 
to  provide  the  patient  with 
maternity  medical  services  under 
the  National  Health  Service  {i.e., 
cases  for  which  no  fee  was 
payable  by  the  local  health 
authority)  . . . . . . 17 

Of  the  1,647  confinements  which  took  place  in  the  Burgh  during 


the  year  the  distribution  was  as  follows  : 

{a)  Conducted  in  patient’s  own  home  : 

(i)  Under  National  Health  Service  (Scotland) 

Act,  1947  222 

(ii)  Not  under  National  Health  Service  (Scotland) 

Act,  1947  4 

{b)  Conducted  in  Forth  Park  Maternity  Hospital  : 

(i)  Burgh  patients  . . . . . . . . . . 661 

(ii)  County  patients  . . . . . . . . 723 

(iii)  Domiciliary  cases  transferred  to  Forth  Park 

Maternity  Hospital  for  delivery  . . . . 34 

(iv)  Booked  for  Forth  Park  but  delivered  at  home  1 

(v)  Others  - at  home  . . . . . . . . 2 


Thirty-three  midwives  (including  the  staff  of  Forth  Park  Maternity 
Hospital)  notified  their  intention  to  practise  in  the  Burgh  during  the 
year. 

3.  Health  Visiting  (Section  24) 


Number 

Total 

Visited 

Visits 

Local  Health  Authority  Services  : 

(i)  Expectant  Mothers 

393 

1,151 

(ii)  Infants 

..  1,880 

11,612 

(iii)  Children  (1-5  years) 

. . 2,784 

16,579 

(iv)  Cases  of  Tuberculosis 

97 

462 

Other  cases  : 

Old  Persons 

165 

488 

Infectious  Diseases 

220 

230 

Domestic  Help  Scheme 

245 

2,496 

Chiropody 

5 

5 

Miscellaneous  . . 

151 

152 

Wasted  Visits  . . 

— 

1,667 

Of  the  258  infants  visited  at  the  age  of  six  months,  36  were  breast 
fed,  198  were  artificially  fed,  and  24  were  fed  by  both  methods. 
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4.  Home  Nursing  (Section  25) 


Under  65 

Over  65 

Years  of 

Years  of 

Age 

Age 

Number  of  cases  attended 

by  home 

nurses  under  arrangements 
the  local  health  authority 

made  by 

314 

473 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  home  nurses 

to  the  above  cases 

9,344 

18,697 

5.  Domestic  Help  (Section  28) 

(i)  Number  of  domestic  helps  employed  at  end  of  year  : 


(a)  Whole-time  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

(b)  Part-time  . . . . . . . . . . 198 

(c)  Retaining  fee  basis  . . . . . . . . — 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  for  which  domestic  help  was 
provided  during  the  year  . . . . . . . . 387 

Number  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  of  : 

(a)  Confinement  at  home  . . . . . . — 

(b)  Confinement  in  hospital  . . . . 3 

(c)  Chronic  sick,  including  aged  and  infirm  335 

(d)  Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . — 

*(e)  Other  illnesses  . . . . . . . . 49 


*Include  C.V.D.,  post-operative,  bronchitis, 
cerebral  haemorrhage,  rheumatism,  ar- 
thritis, anaemia,  influenza,  varicose  ulcers, 
etc. 

(iii)  Average  period  of  assistance  . . . . . . 327  hrs. 


6.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  (Section  26) 

The  following  statistics  show  the  work  done  during  the  year  : 

(i)  Vaccinia  : 

Primary  Re-Vaccn. 

Number  of  vaccinations  by  general 


practitioners  . . 

Number  of  vaccinations  by  Child  Wel- 

734 

323 

fare  Officers 

708 

108 

(ii)  Diphtheria  : (includes  Combined  Whooping  Cough) 

Doses 


First 

Maintenance 

Number  of  inoculations  by  general 

practitioners  . . 

74 

11 

Number  of  inoculations  by  Child  Wel- 

fare Officer 

1 

602 

15 


Diphtheria  (Triple  Antigen) 

Number  of  inoculations  by  general 
practitioners  . . . . . . . . 258  1 1 

Number  of  inoculations  by  Child  Wel- 
fare Officers  . . . . . . . . 429  1 6 

Diphtheria  (Tetanus) 

Number  of  inoculations  by  general 
practitioners  . . . . . . . . 1 5 

Number  of  inoculations  by  Child  Wel- 
fare Officer  . . . . . . . . 89  22 

(iii)  Whooping  Cough  only; 

Number  of  inoculations  by  general  practitioners  — 
Number  of  inoculations  by  Child  Welfare  Officers  1 

(iv)  Tuberculosis  ; 

Number  of  nurses  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  . . . . 4 

Numbers  of  contacts  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  . . 66 

Number  of  school  leavers  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  . . 855 

Number  of  new  born  babies  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  — 

Others  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  . . . . . . 3 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox 


Number  of  Persons  primarily  vaccinated  during  period: 


Year  of  Birth 
of  Persons 

‘Takes’ 

‘No  Takes' 

Not  Examined 

1962 

262 

9 



1961 

380 

7 

— 

1960 

84 

3 

— 

1959 

64 

1 

— 

1958 

69 

— 

— 

1957 

74 

— 

— 

1956 

37 

3 

— 

1955  or 
earlier 

439 

10 

— 

Totals 

1,409 

33 

— 

Number  of  Persons  re-vaccinated  during  period: 


Year  of  Birth 
of  Persons 

‘Takes’ 

‘No  Takes’ 

Not  Examined 

1962 







1961 

— 

— 

— 

1960 

1 

— 

— 

1959 

3 

— 

— 

1958 

4 

— 

— 

1957 

4 

— 

— 

1956 

9 

— 

— 

1955 

4 

2 

— 

1954 

5 

— 

— 

1953 

4 

— 

— 

1952  or 
earlier 

380 

15 

Totals 

414 

17 

— 

16 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Year 

of 

Birth 

Diphtheria 

Tetanus 

Pertussis 

Diphtheria 

and 

Pertussis 

Diphtheria 

and 

Tetanus 

Diphtheria, 

Pertussis 

and 

Tetanus 

1962 

— 

9 

— 

258 

oi. 

1961 

— 

55 

— 

366 

< 

1960 

— 

5 

— 

30 

1959 

— 

3 

— 

11 

Oi 

1958 

— 

— 

— 

8 

0^ 

1957 

1 

1 

34 

8 

1956 

— 

1 

49 

4 

1955  or 

1 

7 

2 

earlier 

Total 

1 

75 

90 

687 

1962 

. 

— 

— 

1961 

— 



— 

PJ 

1960 

— 

— 

— 

U 

*7 

1959 

— 

— 

— 

< 

1958 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1957 

475 

18 

18 

u 

1956 

136 

9 

8 

H 

% 

1955 

1 

— 

1 

1954 

1 

— 

— 

1953 

— 

— 

— 

1952  or 

! 

— 

— 

earlier 

1 

Total 

1 

613 

27 

27 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 


Group 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Negative 

Re-actors 

V accinated 
during  1962 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Nurses 

97 



9 



4 

Contacts  

38 

41 

35 

39 

28 

38 

School  leavers 

602 

591 

566 

569 

421 

434 

Others 

1 

14 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Total  

641 

743 

601 

620 

449 

479 

Number  of  Contacts  Tuberculin  Tested  under 
the  B.C.G.  Vaccination  Scheme : 


Result 

Age  Group 

Positive 

Negative 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 





15 

17 

15 

17 

1 and  under  5 years 

1 

— 

11 

8 

12 

8 

5 and  under  10  years 

2* 

1 

7 

13 

9 

14 

10  and  under  15  years  

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

1 

15  and  under  20  years  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

20  years  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Tests  Performed 

3 

2 

35 

39 

38 

41 

• One  boy,  aged  8 years,  previously  had  B.C.G. 
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7.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care  (Section  27) 

Tuberculosis.  No  applications  for  assistance  in  kind  were  received 
during  the  year. 


Chiropody: 

No.  of  new  applications  received  during  1962  . . 154 

Total  number  of  treatments  carried  out  during  1962  3,396 

Amount  of  fees  recovered  during  1962  . . . . £198  5s. 

No.  of  applicants  from  whom  no  charge  is  recovered  481 

No.  of  applicants  from  whom  a nominal  charge  is  re- 
covered . . . . . . . . . . . . 325 


8.  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases 


Nature  of  Disease 

No.  of 
Cases 
Notified 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

Not 

Removed 
to  Hospital 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

10 

10 



Chickenpox 

325 

2 

323 

Dysentery 

108 

12 

96 

Erysipelas 

4 

— 

4 

Measles 

361 

6 

355 

Pneumonia,  acute  primary 

49 

41 

8 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . . 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

4 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

1 

18 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

1 

Gastro-Enteritis  . . 

20 

16 

4 

Enteritis  . . 

37 

— 

37 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Totals  

941 

95 

846 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Fourteen  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
1962  as  compared  with  seventeen  for  the  previous  year. 

In  addition,  four  cases  were  transferred  in  from  other  areas  in 
the  following  age  groups: 

1 male  . . . . . . 43 

3 females  . . . . . . 23,  34,  57 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Eight  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
1962  as  compared  with  five  cases  for  the  previous  year. 

In  addition,  one  male,  aged  19  years,  and  two  females,  aged  32 
and  64  years,  were  transferred  in  from  other  areas. 

The  site  of  the  disease  in  the  notified  cases  was  found  to  be: 

Meningeal  ..  ..  ..  1 (-m.  If.) 

Superficial  Glands  . . . . 3 (-m.  3f.) 

Genito-Urinary  Organs  ..  2 (Im.  If.) 

Other  Organs  . . . . 2 (-m.  2f.) 
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Tuberculosis 


No.  of 

No.  of  notified 

No.  of 

No.  of 

notified 

cases 

cases  receiving 

Deaths  of 

Age  Period 

cases 

actually 

Sanatorium 

notified 

Total 

notified 

confirmed 

treatment 

cases 

Deaths 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

>- 

C£ 

Under  5 years 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 1 

— 

1 

< 

5 to  1 5 years 

Z 

15  to  25  years 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 



— 

— 

Q 

•5 

25  to  35  years 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 



— 

— 

35  to  45  years 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 



— 

— 

3 

45  to  55  years 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 



— 

— 

0. 

55  to  65  years 

3 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 



— 

— 

65  upwards 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 1 

— 

1 

Totals 

7 

7 

7 

7 

6 

7 

— 2 

— 

2 

ca 

Under  5 years 

< 

5 to  15  years 

z 

1 5 to  25  years 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 



— 

— 

0 

25  to  35  years 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

35  to  45  years 

3 

45  to  65  years 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Su 

Z 

65  upwards 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

0 

Totals 

1 

7 

1 

7 

1 

2 







z 

1 1 

1 

The  number  of  persons  resident  in  the  area  at  31st  December, 


1962,  who  were  known  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  was: 
Pulmonary  . . . . . . . . 180 

Non-Pulmonary  . . . . . . 23 


Total  . . . . 203 


9.  Mental  Health  Service 

Mental  Defectives  : 

M.  F 

Number  of  children  (under  16  years)  in  Institutions  3 9 

Number  of  adults  (under  private  guardianship)  . . 2 2 

Number  of  adults  in  Institutions  . . . . . . 26  23 

Lunacy  : 

As  Stratheden  Hospital  ceased  to  notify  us  in  October,  1958, 
regarding  persons  who  had  died  or  been  discharged  from  Hospital 
no  statistics  are  available  as  in  previous  years. 

During  the  year  1962,  4 cases  were  certified  of  unsound  mind 
and  removed  to  Stratheden  Hospital,  Cupar,  of  whom  2 were 
male  and  2 female. 
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10.  Work  under  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948 


No.  of  applications  received  during  the  year  . . 1 

No.  of  certificates  issued  during  the  year  . . 1 

No.  of  certificates  in  force  at  end  of  year  . . 1 

No.  of  children  being  cared  for  at  end  of  year  . . 12 

No.  of  inspections  made  . . . . . . . . 3 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Accidents  in  the  home 

9 

6 

15 

Anaemias 

— 

1 

1 

Appendicitis  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Arteriosclerotic  and  degenerative  heart 
disease 

92 

87 

179 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Birth  Injuries,  post-natal  asphyxia  and 
atelectasis 

1 

3 

4 

Bronchitis 

10 

5 

15 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  . . 

1 

2 

3 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

5 

8 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

1 

5 

6 

Diarrhoeas  (except  of  new  bom) 

1 

1 

2 

Diseases  of  skin  and  organs  of  locomotion 

1 

2 

3 

Hypertensive  Heart  Disease  . . 

5 

7 

12 

Ill-defined  and  unknown  causes 

1 

— 

1 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasms  of  lymphatic  and 
haematopoietic  tissues 

2 

3 

5 

Malignant  neoplasms  of  respiratory  system 

13 

2 

15 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

5 

2 

7 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

4 

1 

5 

Other  circulatory  disease 

11 

7 

18 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

2 

4 

Other  diseases  of  genito-urinary  system 

2 

5 

7 

Other  diseases  of  Heart 

1 

1 

2 

Other  diseases  of  liver 

— 

3 

3 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

4 

3 

7 

Other  diseases  peculiar  to  early  infancy  . . 

4 

1 

5 

Other  general  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Hypertensive  Disease  . . 

6 

2 

8 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

2 

2 

Other  Malignant  neoplasms  . . 

36 

38 

74 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

— 

3 

Other  violence 

4 

— 

4 

Puerperal  Sepsis  including  abortion  with 
sepsis 

2 

2 

Pneumonia  (except  of  new  bom) 

9 

2 

11 

Pneumonia  of  new  bom 

— 

1 

1 

Senility  without  mention  of  psychosis 

— 

1 

1 

Stomach  and  Duodenal  Ulcer 

9 

1 

10 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injury 

3 

4 

7 

Syphilis  and  its  sequelae 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

— 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis — other  forms  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  affecting  central  nervous 
system 

36 

56 

92 

Totals  . . 

284 

267 

551 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  STATISTICS 


Number  of  Deaths 

Death  Rate  per 

1,000  Live  Births 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 week 

6 

6 

12.4 

1 to  2 weeks 

— 

3 

3.1 

2 to  3 weeks  . . 

— 

1 

1.1 

3 to  4 weeks 

— 

— 

— 

4 weeks  to  3 months 

— 

1 

I.l 

3 months  to  6 months 

3 

2 

5.2 

6 months  to  9 months 

1 

— 

1.1 

9 months  to  12  months 

— 

1 

1.0 

Total  . . 

10 

14 

25 

Certified  Cause  of  Death 


Asphyxia 

Broncho-pneumonia  . , 

Cerebral  Anoxia 
Congenital  Heart  Disease 
Gastro  Enteritis 
Encephalocele  . . 

Myleo  Meningocele 
Intestinal  Obstruction  . . 

Intracranial  Haemorrhage 
Prematurity 
Pulmonary  Hyaline 
T.B.  Meningitis 

Total 


M.  F. 


2 

2 


5 


. 10 


3 

1 


2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

14 
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B.  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

As  formerly,  school  medical  inspection  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  Burgh’s  staff,  and  a full  report  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Education 
Authority.  A brief  summary  relating  to  the  school  year  1961/62  is 
given  herewith: 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Number  of  parents  present  at  medical 

inspection : 

{a)  with  entrant  infants 

376 

401 

111 

{b)  with  others  (second  age  group)  . . 

183 

235 

418 

(c)  at  clinics 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  examinations: 

Entrants 

428 

445 

873 

Second  age  group 

371 

375 

746 

Third  age  group  . . 

546 

506 

1,052 

Vision  testing  (6-7  years) 

359 

385 

744 

Fourth  age  group 

94 

85 

179 

Re-examinations  . . 

57 

53 

no 

Non-routines 

83 

93 

176 

Number  of  children  examined  . . 

1,439 

1,411 

2,850 

Clean 

1,434 

1,382 

2,816 

Nits  or  head  vermin 

5 

29 

34 

Visions  - routine  . . 

359 

385 

744 

non-routine 

17 

12 

29 

re-examinations 

5 

5 

10 

Referred  for  examination  - routine 

135 

117 

252 

Total  number  of  clinic  sessions: 

(a)  General  clinics 

52 

(b)  Special  clinics  - Eye  . . 

17 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic: 

Number  of  new  cases 

1,554 

Total  attendances 

4,926 

Treatments  carried  out  by  Nurses: 

New 

Total 

Cases 

Attendances 

Uncleanliness  or  Neglect 

12 

107 

Impetigo  Contagiosa 

11 

279 

Other  Skin  conditions 

141 

1,173 

Ottorrhoea 

2 

11 

Eye  Disease  (external) 

47 

95 

Other  cases 

192 

599 

Cuts  and  Bruises  . . 

729 

1,622 

Septic  conditions  . . 

195 

706 

Accidents  . . 

57 

98 

Advisory  cases 

49 

51 

Ear  cases 

42 

136 

Applications  for  boots  and  clothing  are  now  sent  to  the  Director 
of  Education. 

Nine  children  of  school  age  were  accommodated  for  short  periods 
at  the  Convalescent  Home  at  Humbie  (Seaforth  Sanatorium  Trust). 
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Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 


Section  I — General  Statistics 


Age 

Routine 

Dental 

Inspection 

With 

Dental 

Defects 

Offered 

Treatment 

Accepting 

Treatment 

Treated 

Special  and 
Emergency 
Cases 

—5 

67 

36 

36 

18 

18 



5 

668 

433 

433 

149 

114 

73 

6 

819 

446 

446 

195 

165 

80 

7 

723 

416 

416 

152 

124 

108 

8 

790 

474 

474 

144 

129 

107 

9 

728 

387 

387 

140 

131 

84 

10 

783 

390 

390 

124 

111 

87 

II 

833 

403 

403 

no 

93 

93 

12 

378 

198 

198 

32 

26 

76 

13 

441 

249 

249 

18 

13 

70 

14 

387 

222 

222 

30 

27 

69 

15 

16 
17 

46 

15 

15 

12 

10 

28 

12 

2 

Totals 

6,663 

3,669 

3,669 

1,124 

961 

889 

Attendances  for  Treatment  5 to  17  years  . . 3,870 


Section  II — Details  of  Treatment 


Routine 

Special 

and 

Emergency 

Total 

(a)  Fillings; 

(i)  Permanent  teeth 

1,093 

560 

1,653 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth 

430 

144 

574 

(b)  Extractions  (excluding  orthodontic): 

(i)  Permanent  teeth 

167 

74 

241 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth 

705 

238 

943 

General  Anaesthetics 

— 

— 

— 

Other  operations — Permanent  teeth 

1,103 

946 

2,049 

Deciduous  teeth 

1,077 

198 

1,275 

Dentures — ^Partial  . . 

5 

5 

10 

Repairs  . . 

1 

2 

3 

Radiographs — No.  of  exposures  . . 

(Excluding  orthodontics) 

Intra  

19 

12 

31 

Extra  

6 

— 

6 

24 


Section  III — Orthodontic  Treatment 


No.  of  cases  continued  from  previous  year 

New  cases 

Cases  completed 

Cases  discontinued 

Cases  continuing  at  end  of  year 

Attendances  for  treatment  . . 

No.  of  consultations  with  R.H.B.  orthodontist 

58 

15 

11 

13 

51 

487 

106 

R.H.B. 

School 

Consul- 

Dental 

Total 

tant 

Officer 

No.  of  diagnostic  examinations  . . 

15 

15 

Not  followed  by  treatment  

2 

2 

No.  of  cases  treated 

13 

13 

(a)  without  appliances 

9 

9 

(b)  with  removable  appliances  . . 

4 

4 

(c)  with  fixed  appliances 



— 

No.  of  extractions 

(i)  Permanent  teeth 

48 

48 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth 

11 

11 

Repairs  to  orthodontic  appliances 

9 

9 

X-Rays-Intra-oral  

36 

36 

Extra-oral 

48 

48 

Radiographs — No.  of  exposures 

Section  IV— Dental  Staff 


Dental 

Dental 

Surgery 

Surgeons 

Hygienists 

Assistants 

Establishment  of  posts  agreed  by 

Council  

3 

3 

No.  in  post  at  31/7/62 — Wholetime 

1 

2 

Part-time 

1 

— 

Whole-time  equivalent  of  part-time 

— 

Total  whole-time  equivalent 

4 

2 

No.  of  vacancies  being  advertised 

Total  half-days  worked  during  year 

ended  31/7/62: 

(a)  in  School  Health  Service 

593 

Section  V — Allocation  of  Time 


Dental 

Dental 

Surgery 

■* 

Surgeons 

Hygienists 

Assistants 

Estimated  number  of  half  days  occu- 

pied  in  Inspection 

61 

— 

Dental  Health  Education 

Treatment  (other  than  orthodontics) . . 

489 

Orthodontic  treatment . . 

43 

Administration  (approx.) 

11 

Absence  due  to  illness 

Total  . . 

604 
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C.  PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 


Fifty-six  ships  from  foreign  ports  entered  Kirkcaldy  Harbour 
during  1962  and  pratique  was  granted  in  all  cases. 

D.  FOOD  SUPPLY 

See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  pages  34-39. 

E.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Residential  Accommodation 


Abden 

Home 

Denend  House 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Number  at  31/12/61 

30 

19 

11 

16 

Admitted  during  1962 

13 

9 

2 

2 

Discharged  during  1962 

8 

2 

1 

2 

Deaths  during  1962 

8 

3 

— 

— 

Number  at  31/12/62 

27 

23 

12 

16 

Registration  and  inspection  of  disabled  or  Old  Persons’ 


homes  (Section  37)  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Removals  (Section  47)  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Care  of  property  (Section  48)  . . . . . . . . 1 

Burials  (Section  50)  . . . . . . . . . . 8 


Other  Welfare  Work 

Four  cases  have  been  referred  to  the  Welfare  Officer,  two  by  Family 
Doctors,  and  two  by  Health  Visitors.  In  the  cases  referred  by  the 
Family  Doctor,  monetary  grants  were  obtained  and  in  the  other  cases, 
holidays  were  arranged  for  two  mothers  and  five  children. 

Eleven  beneficiaries  from  various  Trusts  continued  to  be  paid 
during  the  year. 

F.  WORK  DONE  UNDER  THE  NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRA- 
TION (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1938 

No  nursing  homes  proper  op>erate  in  the  Burgh,  exemption  being 
granted  to  Kirkcaldy  General  Hospital  and  the  Hunter  Hospital,  now 
the  property  of  the  South-Eastern  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Scotland. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Full  use  has  been  made  of  all  propaganda  measures.  The  depart- 
ment’s officers  have  a regular  programme  of  lectures,  etc.,  during  the 
winter. 
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G.  GENERAL  SANITATION 

See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  - pages  42-44 

Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959 
Part  I of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Written 

Occupiers 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3, 

4 and 

6 are  to  be  enforced  by  local  author- 

ities 

32 

3 

— 

— 

1 21  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 

which  Sec.  7 is  enforced  by 

local 

authorities 

357 

278 

— 

— 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec. 

7 is 

enforced  by  the  local  authority 

(including  out-workers’  premises)  

33 

23 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

422 

304 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were 

found: 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in  which 

prosecutions 

Particulars 

Referred 

were 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

instituted 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

12 

12 

— 



Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7)  : 

(fl)  Insufficient  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

including  offences  relating  to 

Out-work) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total . . 

13 

14 

— 

1 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
OUTWORK 

(Sections  110  and  111) 

Nil 
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it  . 

^ 

.M  W tfi  . M.HoT 


Sanitary  Department, 
Town  House, 

KIRKCALDY. 
August,  1963. 


To  the  PROVOST,  MAGISTRATES  AND  TOWN  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  ROYAL  BURGH  OF  KIRKCALDY. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  general 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Burgh  and  of  the  work  pierformed  by  the 
Sanitary  and  Cleansing  Departments  during  the  year  1962. 

This  report  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
D.H.S.  Circular  No.  133/1962. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PAGE, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


1 . General  Progress 

Only  113  new  houses  were  completed  by  the  Town  Council  this 
year  against  an  estimated  figure  of  170  houses  and  in  consequence  the 
condemnation  and  closure  of  unfit  houses  was  retarded  to  some  extent 
while  a number  of  tenants  in  houses  already  condemned  could  not  be 
moved  to  better  accommodation.  This  was  the  lowest  output  of  new 
houses  since  1951  and  steps  were  put  in  hand  to  speed-up  this  aspect 
of  the  housing  programme.  Rebuilding  of  new  houses  on  cleared  sites 
commenced  at  Nicol  Street  and  St.  Clair  Street  and  at  Hazel  Avenue 
where  some  worn-out  prefabs  had  been  removed.  The  remaining 
prefabs  on  this  site  will  soon  be  cleared  to  allow  house-building  to 
proceed  and  the  prefabs  at  Smeaton  were  also  scheduled  for  early 
clearance. 

Official  condemnations  of  unfit  houses  mainly  related  to  individual 
properties  in  different  parts  of  the  town;  voluntary  closures  were  con- 
centrated in  areas  of  proposed  redevelopment  at  Dysart  - where  the 
second  stage  was  due  to  commence  - and  at  Links  and  the  Central  area 
of  the  burgh  seawards  behind  the  High  Street.  Houses  submitted  for 
consideration  in  terms  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1950  and  1962 
were  dealt  with  as  follows: 

Demolition  Orders  12;  Closing  Orders  34;  Total  46. 

A further  136  houses  were  voluntarily  closed  by  the  owners;  these 
included  65  prefabs  and  also  old  properties  acquired  by  the  Town 
Council  for  clearance  purposes.  Demolitions  totalled  165  houses  of 
which  62  were  in  the  Central  area,  40  in  Dysart  and  33  in  Pathhead. 

In  addition  to  the  113  houses  built  by  the  Town  Council  two 
houses  were  built  for  police  purposes.  Houses  built  by  private  firms 
for  sale  this  year  totalled  51.  Of  the  houses  completed  by  the  Corpora- 
tion 41  were  occupied  by  families  from  condemned  houses,  28  by  over- 
crowded families,  12  by  health  cases,  and  the  balance  of  32  from  other 
houses,  including  decanting  of  tenants,  exchanges  and  other  transfers. 
Altogether  5,941  houses  from  all  sources  have  been  erected  in  the  town 
during  the  post-war  period. 

In  the  reletting  of  existing  Council  houses,  110  tenants  came  from 
condemned  houses,  14  from  overcrowded  houses,  37  were  health  cases, 
80  were  homeless  or  young  couples  with  families,  residing  mainly  with 
their  parents,  and  the  remaining  144  were  transfers  or  had  been 
decanted. 

Applicants  on  the  Burgh  Factor’s  waiting  list  for  Corporation 
houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  still  remained  high  at  2,566,  an  increase 
of  101  over  the  corresponding  figure  at  the  end  of  1961.  It  is  expected 
that  this  list  will  be  reduced  when  a revision  takes  place  in  1963,  al- 
though the  marriage  rate  was  average  at  439  in  1962. 
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An  analysis  of  the  waiting  list  reveals  that  there  are  still  682  home- 
less families  in  sublet  rooms,  of  which  92  families  have  two  or  more 
children;  435  overcrowded  cases;  30  families  living  in  houses  classified 
as  unfit;  52  applicants  about  to  be  married;  343  single  persons,  mainly 
middle-aged  and  elderly  people  desiring  hostels;  and  1,024  families 
living  in  reasonably  fit  houses  wishing  alternative  accommodation  with 
modern  amenities. 

Occupiers  of  houses  took  no  advantage  this  year  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  Acts  1954-1957  in  relation  to 
Certificates  of  Disrepair.  Housing  Improvement  grants  were  approved 
in  10  cases  and  1 1 Standard  grants  were  made  to  private  owners.  One 
Improvement  grant  application  referred  to  four  tenanted  houses  making 
this  the  first  modernisation  to  be  done  in  recent  years  by  an  owner 
for  his  tenants.  The  Town  Council  converted  a block  of  four  2-apart- 
ment houses  in  Union  Street  into  two  modern  3-apartment  flats,  while 
improvements  were  made  to  property  in  Victoria  Street,  Dysart,  to 
provide  one  2-apartment  flat,  two  3-apartment  flats  and  one  4-apart- 
ment flat.  In  each  property  a furnished  show  house  was  on  view  to 
the  public  for  a period  to  indicate  what  could  be  done  to  bring  this 
class  of  property  up  to  modern  standards.  Regarding  improvements 
to  sub-standard  properties  in  the  Institution  Street  - Sutherland  Street 
area,  progress  was  extremely  slow;  in  fact,  at  the  present  rate  of  pro- 
gress many  of  the  houses  will  reach  the  stage  for  condemnation  before 
they  are  improved.  One  of  the  main  difficulties  relates  to  the  acquisition 
of  properties,  many  individual  houses  having  become  owner-occupied 
in  recent  years.  Two  groups  of  houses  in  Dysart,  suitable  for  conver- 
sion and  modernisation,  were  suggested  to  the  Scottish  Special  Housing 
Association  Ltd.  as  projects  where  the  Association  could  co-operate 
with  the  Town  Council  in  carrying  out  works  of  improvement.  It  is 
understood  that  draft  plans  were  in  course  of  preparation  for  the  Ivy 
Lane  group. 

Housing  reports  were  prepared  concerning  35  houses  likely  to  be 
acquired  by  purchasers  in  terms  of  the  Council’s  scheme  under  the 
Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts;  in  5 cases  loans  were  granted.  Six 
houses  were  inspected  and  loans  granted  to  purchase  in  terms  of  Section 
75  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1950.  Seventy-eight  plans  for  im- 
provements or  alterations,  including  the  provision  of  37  bathrooms, 
were  examined  and  reported  upon  in  conjunction  with  the  Burgh 
Engineer  to  ensure  compliance  with  byelaws  and  other  public  health 
standards.  Tenders  were  obtained  for  the  modernisation  of  two  con- 
demned buildings  in  Dysart  considered  to  be  of  architectural  and 
historical  interest.  Because  of  the  high  costs  involved  it  was  decided 
not  to  proceed  with  this  restoration  work  meantime. 

Following  information  received  regarding  corrosion  in  permanent 
aluminium  prefabs  throughout  the  country,  the  Burgh  Factor  made  an 
investigation  in  relation  to  the  100  prefabs  on  the  Dysart  Golf  Course 
site.  The  degree  of  corrosion  found  was  advanced  9;  severe  23;  inter- 
mediate 40;  slight  28.  In  view  of  this  unsatisfactory  report  it  was  evident 
these  houses  would  require  to  be  replaced  within  the  next  five  years. 
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Visits  to  houses  by  Inspectors  totalled  2,444,  mainly  in  connection 
with  the  survey  of  unfit  houses  for  report,  sub-standard  houses  sharing 
toilet  accommodation,  changes  of  tenancies,  and  maintaining  our 
records  of  families  removed  to  new  houses.  In  addition  certain  areas 
in  Pathhead  and  Links  were  specially  surveyed  for  proposed  redevelop- 
ment purposes. 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


2.  Milk  Supply 

There  are  now  only  four  milk  producing  dairies  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  town  with  standings  for  90  cows.  The  total  average  daily  pro- 
duction at  these  places  was  230  gallons,  all  of  which  was  consigned  to  a 
local  pasteurising  plant.  Rubber  linings  of  milking  machines  were  re- 
newed at  several  farms  because  of  their  worn  condition.  One  dairyman 
was  warned  about  the  untidy  condition  of  the  dairy  premises  generally 
and  the  undipped  condition  of  the  cows’  hind  quarters  and  udders. 
One  dairyman  installed  a new  cold  room  having  a capacity  of  270 
cub.  ft.  for  storage  of  milk  whilst  another  dairyman  replaced  worn-out 
galvanised  washing  tubs  with  polythene  tubs.  Two  dairy  premises  were 
redecorated  during  the  year,  the  inner  walls  being  painted  with  white 
oil  paint.  Sixty  five  visits  were  made  to  dairy  byres  and  premises  within 
the  Burgh,  mainly  at  milking  and  sampling  times  and  the  general 
cleanliness  of  the  premises  and  dairy  equipment  was  found  to  be 
reasonably  good.  There  was  one  exempted  dairy  at  a small  holding 
housing  2 cows,  the  milk  being  used  for  calf  rearing. 

Details  of  dairy  premises  registered  and  licenced  in  1962  were  as 
follows: 

Registrations  : Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914 

Number 


Dairy  byres  capable  of  housing  90  cows  . . . . . . 4 

Milk  retailers  retailing  within  the  Burgh  . . . . . . 14 

Retail  shops  where  only  bottled  milk  is  sold  . . . . 42 

Producers  and  wholesalers  who  do  not  sell  by  retail  . . 4 


3.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders 

The  following  licences  were  in  operation  during  1962  : 

Number 


Supplementary  licences  to  sell  Certified  Milk  . . . . 6 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  Certified  Milk  . . . . . . 2 

Supplementary  licences  to  sell  T.T.  Milk  . . . . 4 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  T.T.  Milk  . . . . 14 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  T.T./Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . 4 

Pasteurisers’  Licences  . . . . . . . . 2 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  T.T.  Milk  (Wholesale  only)  . . 2 

Producers  licenced  to  produce  T.T.  Milk  . . . . 4 
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To  ensure  compliance  with  prescribed  tests  the  undernoted  milks 
were  submitted  for  analysis  to  the  Fife  District  Laboratory,  Cameron 


Hospital,  Windygates: 

Number 

Conformed 

Failed 

Certified  Milk  . . 

..  85 

66 

19 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

..  79 

59 

20 

T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk: 

Dairy  Samples 

. . 29 

29 

— 

Schools  Samples 

..  26 

23 

3 

Vending  Machines  . . 

..  14 

9 

5 

233  186  47 


Milk  samples  not  conforming  to  prescribed  tests  were  more  than 
in  the  previous  year  when  31  failed.  This,  however,  was  primarily  due 
to  the  fact  that  two  local  retailers  (one  Certified  and  one  T.T.)  each  had 
six  successive  failures.  In  each  instance  the  milk  in  question  was  pro- 
duced in  the  County  and  this  necessitated  information  being  passed  to 
the  respective  County  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  whose  areas  the  offending 
producer’s  farms  were  situated.  Owing  to  the  protracted  nature  of 
these  failures  and  the  lack  of  success  by  investigating  officials  a meeting 
was  held  between  legal  and  sanitary  officials  of  both  Kirkcaldy  Burgh 
and  Fife  County  Council  with  a view  to  steps  being  taken  to  enforce 
the  Regulations  more  strictly  when  milk  sample  failures  arose.  Later 
the  two  offending  retailers  were  asked  to  appear  before  the  Health 
Committee  to  show  reason  why  their  supplementary  licences  should 
not  be  revoked.  Both  chose  to  submit  written  representations.  In  the 
case  of  the  T.T.  milk  retailer,  whose  supplies  were  drawn  from  five 
different  County  farms,  he  was  warned  and  informed  that  the  Committee 
would  seriously  consider  revoking  his  licence  in  event  of  further  milk 
test  failures;  he  was  also  required  to  give  an  undertaking  that  milk 
testing  on  his  own  behalf  of  all  incoming  milk  would  be  continued. 
With  regard  to  the  other  case  it  was  represented  that  the  retailer  was 
negotiating  for  another  supply  of  Certified  milk  and  one  month  was 
I granted  to  allow  the  changeover.  These  two  milk  supplies  were  satis- 
I factory  thereafter.  Altogether  high  bacterial  counts  caused  failures  in 
seven  samples:  B.  Coli  was  present  in  31  samples  and  both  high  counts 
and  B.  Coli  were  found  in  8 samples.  Follow-up  investigations  were 
' made  in  every  case. 

The  S.C.W.S.  pasteurising  plant  functioned  satisfactorily  through- 
out the  year  and  all  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  from  this  plant  complied 
with  the  prescribed  tests.  Following  a report  by  a County  official  of  a 
' phosphatase  test  failure  with  milk  produced  at  the  pasteurising  plant 
i of  Kirkcaldy  and  District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  an  investigation 
showed  that  the  temperature  control  valve  was  defective  and  the 
1 manufacturer’s  engineers  were  called  in  by  the  firm  to  remedy  the 
I defect.  Two  consecutive  failures  of  school  milks  due  to  positive  B. 
Coli  also  led  to  investigation  at  the  same  dairy.  It  was  found  that 
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some  bottles  were  passing  off  the  plant  uncapped  and  these  filled 
bottles  were  lifted  by  the  neck  by  hand  and  placed  on  the  conveyor 
belt  of  the  bottling  machine  to  be  capped.  The  manager  was  instructed 
that  this  practice  should  be  discontinued  and  greater  attention  paid  to 
dairy  byelaw  requirements. 

Daily  turnover  of  milk  at  the  two  pasteurising  plants  was  3,691 
gallons,  a decrease  of  585  gallons  from  the  previous  year.  This  arose 
through  a small  Co-operative  Society  merging  with  another  Society  and 
transferring  its  supplies  following  the  merger. 

Of  the  milk  produced  at  these  pasteurising  plants,  2,800  gallons 
was  consumed  daily  in  the  town;  this  total  included  406  gallons  of 
schools  milk  sold  in  one-third  pint  bottles.  In  addition,  1,883  gallons 
of  designated  milk  was  sold  daily  by  24  local  dealers,  including  1,195 
gallons  of  Certified  milk  and  688  gallons  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 
This  was  an  increase  over  the  previous  year’s  sales  of  383  gallons. 
The  sale  of  Certified  milk  showed  a daily  increase  of  423  gallons  over 
the  previous  year  whilst  that  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  showed  a 
decrease  of  40  gallons.  This  was  the  second  successive  year  that  the 
sales  of  Certified  milk  had  shown  a marked  increase.  The  number  of 
small  shops  retailing  designated  milks  was  increased  by  one,  bringing 
the  total  to  42,  the  daily  turnover  being  27  gallons. 

During  the  year  two  of  the  six  vending  machines  within  the  Burgh 
were  withdrawn  from  service.  Following  five  unsatisfactory  samples, 
all  of  which  were  due  to  the  presence  of  B.  Coli,  the  producer  who 
maintained  and  serviced  these  vending  machines  installed  a pasteurising 
plant  and  discontinued  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  in  favour 
of  Tuberculin  Tested  pasteurised  milk.  Thereafter,  all  samples  com- 
plied with  the  prescribed  regulations.  The  daily  sales  from  these 
vending  machines  was  approximately  40  gallons. 

Seven  new  milk  vans  were  introduced  during  the  year  replacing 
worn-out  vehicles:  their  improved  design  and  covered  roofs  protected 
the  bottled  milk  from  rain  and  direct  sun. 


4.  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 

A total  of  219  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst, 
Dundee,  for  examination,  being  48  formal  samples  of  which  2 were 
reported  as  non-genuine,  and  171  informal  samples,  10  of  which  were 
found  to  be  adulterated. 


The  various  samples  analysed  were  as  follows: 


Milk 


Number 

75 

19 

9 


Not 

Genuine 

1 


Mince  (13),  Sausages  (6) 
Sauces,  Pickles,  Condiments 
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Mineral  Waters 

7 

— 

Meat,  Fish  Paste,  Fish  Cakes 

8 

— 

Fruit  and  Dried  Fruits 

8 

1 

Whisky  (15),  Beer  and  Cider  (7)  .. 

22 

1 

Butter  (6),  Margarine  (6)  . . 

12 

— 

Ice  Cream  (27),  Milk  Ice  (2) 

29 

— 

Medicinal 

6 

— 

Jams  and  Jellies 

5 

1 

Cooking  Fat,  Lard  . . 

4 

— 

Miscellaneous 

15 

1 

Total 

219 

12 

Milk 


The  average  quality  of  the  milk  supply 
samples  analysed  was  as  follows: 

Water 
Total  Solids 

Fat  ^ Q4°/ 

Solids-not-fat  !!  8.74% 


as  indicated  by  the  75 

87.32% 

12.68% 


100.00% 


These  figures  show  there  was  very  little  change  in  the  fat  and 
solids-not-fat  averages  over  those  of  1961,  which  were  3.88%  and 
8.79%  respectively.  Of  the  7 informal  samples  reported  as  contra- 
ventions of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  (Sale  of  Milk  )Regulations,  1901, 
only  one  sample  showed  the  presence  of  added  water.  This  sample 
came  from  a creamery,  and  the  deficiency  of  14.7%  solids-not-fat  was 
traced  to  a sagging  pipeline  retaining  water  when  the  plant  was  flushed 
each  morning.  The  fat  failures  were  found  to  result  from  inadequate 
mixing  of  the  milk  before  bottling,  and  in  one  case  to  wrongly  balanced 
rations  being  fed  to  the  dairy  cows.  Warnings  were  given  in  each 
case  and  follow-up  samples  complied. 


Ice  Cream 


A summary  of  the  results  of  analyses  is  given  in  the  following 
table: 


Average 

Maximum 

Minimum 


Fat  % 
8.25 
11.90 
5.30 


Milk  Solids-not-Fat  % 
11.66 
17.00 
8.10 


All  of  the  29  samples  conformed  to  the  Food  Standards  (Ice 
Cream)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1959,  including  Milk  Ices. 


Mince  and  Sausages 

All  samples  conformed  to  the  Preservative  Regulations  except  one 
mince  which  contained  65  parts  per  million  of  sulphur  dioxide  outwith 
the  permitted  period  of  June  to  September.  A warning  was  sent. 
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Whisky 

Only  one  of  the  15  samples  contravened  section  2 of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956,  in  respect  that  its  strength  was  62.5°  proof. 
This  sample  also  contravened  section  6 (1)  of  the  Act  in  that  the  label 
attached  to  the  sample  falsely  described  the  strength  of  the  whisky  as 
being  70°  proof.  Court  proceedings  resulted  in  a fine  of  £15  being 
imposed  on  the  seller.  Twenty  informal  samples  of  whisky  were  tested 
in  our  own  laboratory. 

General  Remarks 

All  other  samples  not  specially  mentioned  were  of  good  quality 
and  conformed  to  the  Regulations  governing  their  sale.  The  increase 
in  the  adulteration  rate  this  year  to  5.47%  of  samples  submitted  was 
due  mainly  to  the  larger  number  of  milk  samples  found  to  contravene 
the  Regulations.  The  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953,  and  the  various 
Food  Standards  Orders  are  closely  linked  with  the  sale  of  prepacked 
foods.  In  this  connection  the  observations  of  the  Public  Analyst  on 
certain  samples  submitted  were  passed  to  manufacturers  and  distributors 
relating  to  meat  products,  jams  and  jellies,  fruit  and  dried  fruit,  and 
in  one  case  to  the  Central  Department. 


5.  Food  Premises  and  Hygiene 

There  are  about  500  food  premises  in  the  burgh  and  817  visits  and 
inspections  were  made  this  year.  In  addition  112  inspections  were 
made  of  mobile  shops  and  vans  about  100  of  which  trade  in  the  town. 
Another  feature  of  food  hygiene  work  occurred  at  the  annual  Links 
Market;  this  year  45  stallholders  sold  foodstuffs  ranging  from  candy 
floss  to  fish  and  chips  and  these  stalls  were  all  inspected  at  least  twice 
during  the  course  of  the  five-day  Fair.  During  these  inspections  defects 
of  a structural  nature  or  lack  of  cleanliness  of  plant  or  equipment  were 
pointed  out  to  the  management.  It  has  been  noticeable  in  recent  years 
that  our  advice  and  guidance  was  sought  by  architects  and  builders 
when  plans  were  being  prepared  for  new  food  shops  or  where  alter- 
ations were  proposed  at  existing  shops,  to  ensure  compliance  with  the 
Regulations. 

Improvements  carried  out  at  food  premises  during  the  year  were 
as  follows: 


“Now  Wash  Your  Hands”  notices  provided  . . 3 

Hand  washing  basins  installed  . . . . . . 9 

Water  heaters  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

Sinks  installed  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Refrigerated  cabinets,  counters  installed  . . . . 5 

Cutting  tables,  chopping  blocks  re-surfaced  . . 4 

Tables  covered  or  re-surfaced  . . . . . . 3 

Food  premises  redecorated  . . . . . . 17 
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Walls,  floors,  ceilings  improved  . . . . 4 

Sanitary  accommodation  improved  . . . . 1 

New  sanitary  accommodation  provided  . . . . 4 

Accommodation  for  clothing  provided  . . . . 2 

First-Aid  boxes  provided  . . . . . . . . 5 

Covered  refuse  bins  provided  . . . . . . 2 

Shops  or  back  shops  reconstructed  . . . . 6 

Miscellaneous  other  improvements  . . . . 11 


It  is  commendable  that  practically  every  food  shop  of  any  size 
now  has  some  form  of  refrigerated  storage,  but  new  problems  have 
arisen  where  shopkeepers  fail  to  comply  with  makers’  directions  for 
the  best  use  of  this  equipment.  Overloading,  infrequent  defrosting,  and 
failure  to  turn  over  stock  regularly  were  the  most  frequent  faults  noted. 
Plans  were  approved  for  two  large  multiple  stores,  both  of  which  will 
include  large  food  sales  counters  and  self-service  cafeteria.  Several 
existing  food  shops  are  now  operating  or  converting  to  the  self-service 
principle. 

Mr.  Chalmers,  Chief  Food  and  Dairy  Oflicer,  Scottish  Home  and 
Health  Department,  addressed  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Scottish 
Bakery  Students  which  was  held  this  year  in  Kirkcaldy.  His  subject 
was  “Hygiene  Regulations  as  they  affect  Bakers”  and  the  opportunity 
was  taken  to  circulate  copies  of  his  very  practical  and  instructive  paper 
to  all  bakery  managements  within  the  burgh. 

Special  attention  was  given  to  the  hygiene  of  all  butchers’  shops 
following  an  inspection  by  the  Department’s  Food  and  Dairy  officer; 
two  of  the  premises  adversely  commented  upon  will  be  replaced  by 
new  premises  within  the  next  year. 

Some  unusual  complaints  were  received  this  year.  One  related  to 
a packet  of  onion  soup  which  when  prepared  for  use  was  found  to 
have  several  insects  floating  on  the  surface.  These  were  brought  to  the 
office  along  with  the  packet,  which  had  a small  hole  in  the  corner. 
The  insects  were  identified  as  of  the  Ptinus  tectus  family;  a cocoon  like 
pupa  was  found  in  the  empty  packet,  while  under  the  microscope  the 
hole  appeared  to  be  insect-made.  Fortunately  other  packets  bearing 
the  same  code  marking  were  obtained  from  the  shop  and  these  were  all 
sent  off  to  the  manufacturers  along  with  the  insects  and  cocoon.  Their 
laboratory  subsequently  reported  that  the  packets  had  been  released 
from  the  factory  in  May  1959,  the  insects  and  cocoon  were  in  fact 
Ptinus  tectus,  the  packet  had  several  small  holes  all  of  which  had  been 
insect-made  from  the  outside.  The  unopened  packets  of  soup  were 
carefully  examined  and  found  to  be  free  from  insects.  From  these 
investigations  it  could  only  be  assumed  that  the  insects  had  gained 
entry  to  the  packet  in  some  warehouse  between  manufacture  and  sale, 
hence  the  need  to  control  insect  pests  in  all  premises  where  foods  are 
stored. 


37 


In  another  case  part  of  a red  pudding  was  handed  into  the  office 
containing  a pig’s  tooth.  The  pudding  had  been  made  by  a local 
manufacturer  whose  premises  were  of  a good  standard.  The  process 
of  manufacture  was  gone  over  showing  that  every  precaution  appeared 
to  be  taken  to  prevent  teeth  and  bones  from  pigs’  heads  getting  into 
the  mix.  On  this  particular  occasion,  however,  someone  had  slipped 
up  and  a warning  was  given  to  the  manufacturer. 

Several  complaints  regarding  bakery  goods  were  investigated  and 
referred  either  to  mould  or  extraneous  materials  found  in  the  products. 
In  three  cases  bakery  hygiene  was  at  fault  and  the  managements  were 
warned ; others  appeared  to  be  due  to  the  lack  of  care  and  supervision 
of  the  distribution  of  bread  products  although  in  the  absence  of  date- 
stamping this  could  not  be  proved.  From  our  experience  this  year 
there  was  a definite  need  for  date-stamping  of  all  pre-wrapped  food- 
stuffs, not  only  to  assist  with  food  inspection  and  dealing  with  complaints 
but  also  to  protect  the  manufacturer  and  consumer. 

Two  complaints  about  soft  drinks  were  investigated  while  on 
another  occasion  a soft  drinks  manufacturer  sought  our  assistance  in 
dealing  with  a yeast-growth  problem  at  his  plant.  Following  examin- 
ation of  water  samples  and  samples  taken  at  various  stages  in  the 
production  line  the  cause  was  isolated  to  the  essence  vats  and  essence 
preparation  room.  Recommendations  were  made  about  an  improved 
method  of  cleaning  and  sterilising  the  vats  and  pipe  lines  and  also 
regarding  structural  improvements  in  the  essence  room  to  reduce  the 
risk  of  contamination. 

A butcher  sought  assistance  to  establish  the  cause  of  sliming  of 
pickle  in  his  pickle  vats.  The  pickle  room  and  vats  appeared  clean 
and  free  from  mould  growth  and  bacteriological  samples  of  the  pickle 
failed  to  indicate  why  the  pickle  should  turn  slimy  after  only  about 
ten  days  use.  After  a further  thorough  cleansing  of  the  pickle  room 
and  vats  no  more  deterioration  of  the  pickle  occurred. 

A part-used  bottle  of  pasteurised  milk  with  a dead  mouse  in  it  was 
handed  in  one  day  resulting  in  investigations  at  the  house  where  the 
milk  was  delivered  and  also  at  the  processing  dairy.  The  case  was 
taken  to  Court  in  terms  of  section  2 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland) 
Act,  1956,  and  was  continued  through  a series  of  seven  separate  hear- 
ings. The  firm  was  found  guilty  and  fined  £5. 


6.  Unsound  Food 

Regular  weekly  visits  were  made  to  various  wholesale  grocery  ware- 
houses in  addition  to  periodic  visits  to  shops  to  inspect  and  condemn 
unsound  foods.  Some  258  inspections  were  made  resulting  in  the 
undernoted  foodstuffs  being  voluntarily  surrendered  for  destruction, 
mainly  by  burial  at  the  refuse  tip. 
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lbs. 

ozs. 

Fresh  Fruit  . . 

160 

0 

Canned  Fruit 

3,567 

0 

Fresh  Vegetables 

0 

0 

Canned  Vegetables  . . 

1,032 

Of 

Fresh  Fish 

14 

0 

Canned  Fish  . . 

38 

Fresh  Meat  . . 

0 

0 

Canned  Meat 

4,980 

12| 

Canned  Meat  and  Vegetables 

..  31 

101 

Canned  Milk  and  Cream 

132 

14 

Canned  Soup 

688 

6 

Canned  Jam  . . 

41 

Miscellaneous 

427 

H 

11,113 

Ilf 

7.  Meat 

Mr.  Albert  Walsh,  Slaughterhouse  Superintendent,  kindly  pro- 
vided the  statistics  shown  on  page  40  rdating  to  activities  at  the 
Abattoir  in  1962.  The  total  kill  was  31,807  a slight  decrease  over  the 
previous  year;  cattle  rose  by  897,  pigs  were  up  by  364,  but  sheep  and 
calves  dropped  in  numbers  by  2,618  and  118  animals  respectively.  All 
animals  slaughtered  were  inspected  in  terms  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations  (Scotland)  1932  and  the  Food  (Meat  Inspection)  (Scotland) 
Regulations,  1961.  Meat  and  offals  condemned  were  processed  in  the 
Iwel  plant  on  the  premises.  The  demand  for  condemned  livers  for 
mink-feeding  ceased  this  year.  By-product  sales  were  dried  blood,  5 
tons  15i  cwts;  meat  and  bone  meal,  7 tons  15f  cwts  and  technical 
tallow,  14  tons  1 3 cwts. 

The  floor  alterations  to  enable  overhead  bleeding  of  cattle  carcases 
to  be  introduced  satisfactorily  had  not  been  started  and  modernisation 
of  the  boiler  plant  was  still  outstanding.  The  premises  have  adequate 
lairage  space  for  present  needs  but  additional  hanging  accommodation 
for  carcases  was  under  consideration  along  with  a new  dungstead. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 

Carcases  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year  ended 

31st  December  1962 


Diseases 

Cattle 

excluding 

Calves 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis: 

(o)  Whole  carcases  unfit 

5 

5 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  unfit 

5 

— 

— 

43 

48 

2.  Cysticercosis: 

(a)  Whole  carcases  affected  but 
passed  after  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

3 

3 

(Z>)  Whole  carcases  unfit 

3.  Actinobacillosis  and  Actinomycosis: 
(a)  Whole  carcases  unfit 

(h)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  unfit 

57 

— 

— 

— 

57 

4.  Septicaemia  (fevered  carcases) : 
Whole  carcases  unfit 

1 

— 

2 

2 

5 

5.  Trichinosis: 

Whole  carcases  unfit 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6.  All  other  diseases : 

(a)  Whole  carcases  unfit 

21 

22 

61 

35 

139 

(h)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  unfit 

2,180 

10 

395 

103 

2,688 

7.  Total  of  items  1 to  6 above,  ex- 
excluding  the  figures  at 
(a)  of  item  2 

2,269 

32 

458 

183 

2,942 

8.  Total  number  of  animals  inspected 
during  the  year  at  slaughterhouse 

7,926 

838 

17,877 

5,166 

31,807 
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8.  Ice  Cream  Premises 


In  terms  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948,  the  fol- 
lowing premises  and  vehicles  were  registered  by  the  Town  Council  at 
31st  December  1962: 


Manufacturing  Premises  . . . . 8 

Retail  Premises  . . . . . . 16 

Retail  Vehicles  (Motors)  . . . . 34 

Retail  Vehicles  (Horse)  . . . . 1 

Retail  Vehicles  (Barrows,  etc.)  . . 8 


In  addition  to  the  above  pre-wrapped  ice  cream  was  sold  from 
97  other  premises. 

During  the  year  there  was  a noticeable  increase  in  the  number  of 
retail  motor  vehicles  registered.  This  was  mainly  due  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  soft  ice  cream  sales  locally  and  the  garaging  of  12  special 
vehicles  at  a new  depot  in  the  town  to  serve  the  surrounding  area.  Two 
vehicles  of  similar  type  were  operated  by  a local  manufacturer.  One 
ice  cream  manufacturing  firm  closed  down. 

Visits  to  registered  premises  totalled  52.  The  standard  of  cleanli- 
ness of  both  premises  and  equipment  was  found  to  be  good,  though 
several  minor  points  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  management  and 
staff  to  ensure  satisfactory  hygienic  conditions. 

Fifty-one  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bac- 
teriological tests.  Only  four  of  the  samples  gave  unsatisfactory  results, 
2 failing  the  coliform  test,  1 had  an  uncountable  plate  count,  whilst 
the  remaining  sample  had  both  an  uncountable  plate  count  and  positive 
coliform.  Investigations  were  carried  out  at  the  premises  concerned 
and  faults  in  manufacture  remedied.  When  follow-up  samples  were 
taken  later  they  were  all  found  to  be  satisfactory.  From  the  following 
breakdown  of  bacteriological  results  it  will  be  seen  that  results  were 
much  better  than  in  previous  years. 


SATISFACTORY  UNSATISFACTORY 


Under 

500 

500 

to 

1,000 

1,000 

to 

5,000 

5.000 
to 

10.000 

10,000 

to 

15,000 

15.000 
to 

25.000 

25.000 
to 

50.000 

50.000 
to 

100.000 

100,000 

to 

200,000 

Un- 

count- 

able 

24 

5 

8 

7 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Twenty-nine  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  analysis  in 
terms  of  the  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1959. 
All  complied.  A summary  of  results  of  analyses  of  these  samples  is 
given  under  section  4 of  this  Report. 
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9.  Shops  Act 

In  terms  of  the  Shops  Act  954  inspections  were  made.  Several 
shopkeepers  were  warned  verbally  about  various  items  such  as  lack  of 
cleanliness,  inadequate  ventilation  or  heating,  and  non-display  of  pre- 
scribed notices.  In  addition  10  written  notifications  were  given  regarding 
defects. 

Nine  new  shops  were  opened  during  the  year  while  several  other 
shops  went  out  of  use;  the  total  number  of  shops  in  the  burgh  remains 
around  the  850  mark.  There  was  considerable  activity  in  the  High 
Street  area,  old  properties  being  demolished  to  make  way  for  new 
shops  and  one  supermarket.  Included  in  the  demolitions  was  an  old 
established  small  hotel  which  had  given  way  to  a modern  shoe  shop 
with  office  accommodation  above.  There  are  still  a handful  of  small 
shops  with  exemption  certificates  in  respect  of  W.C.  accommodation; 
one  of  these  certificates  was  cancelled  when  the  toilet  accommodation 
being  used  was  demolished.  However,  arrangements  were  made  by  the 
firm  for  the  staff  to  share  a toilet  with  another  shop  and  a new  certificate 
was  issued. 

In  connection  with  the  request  last  year  by  the  Kirkcaldy  and 
District  Grocers’  Association  that  the  Town  Council  should  take  steps 
to  control  street  trading  from  mobile  shops  the  Town  Clerk  reported 
that  none  of  the  large  burghs  had  specific  powers  to  prohibit  or  control 
this  type  of  trading  and  that  to  promote  an  order  to  deal  with  street 
trading  alone  would  not  be  practicable.  The  Association’s  proposals, 
however,  would  be  kept  in  mind  when  the  next  provisional  order  was 
promoted.  It  was  understood  that  one  large  burgh  was  now  seeking 
powers  among  other  things  to  control  street  trading  and  the  progress 
of  this  order  would  be  watched. 

Plans  were  approved  for  the  construction  of  10  new  shops,  2 of 
which  will  be  supermarkets,  and  for  alterations  to  22  shops,  including 
3 shops  where  sanitary  accommodation  was  to  be  modernised. 

10.  Places  of  Public  Refreshment 

Altogether  71  inspections  were  made  to  the  25  registered  premises. 
One  cafe,  with  seating  accommodation  for  50  persons,  was  opened, 
while  the  sitting  room  of  a fish  and  chip  restaurant  was  closed.  Most 
premises  were  well  conducted  in  terms  of  the  byelaws;  some  points 
regarding  food  hygiene  had  to  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  manage- 
ments. Plans  were  submitted  in  respect  of  alterations  at  15  licenced 
hotels  or  public  houses  while  improvements  were  made  at  3 licenced 
clubs  including  better  sanitary  accommodation. 

GENERAL  SANITATION 

11.  Nuisances  and  Sanitary  Defects 

During  the  year  322  complaints  were  received  from  members  of 
the  public  and  a further  132  nuisances  or  sanitary  defects  were  dis- 
covered by  Inspectors  in  the  course  of  their  duties.  Some  of  the  alleged 
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nuisances  were  of  a trivial  nature  which  did  not  warrant  any  action 
being  taken  while  in  a number  of  other  cases  the  complaint  was  rectified 
immediately  it  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  parties  concerned, 
especially  where  tenants  or  owner-occupiers  were  involved.  The  abate- 
ment of  nuisances  required  1,899  inspections  and  revisits. 

There  were  245  intimations  and  notices  served  in  terms  of  the 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  and  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland) 
Act,  1892. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  nuisances  dealt 
with  during  the  year: 


1.  Dirty  houses  and  premises  cleaned  . . . . 6 

2.  Dirty  W.C.  apartments  cleansed  . . . . . . 14 

3.  Dirty  stairs  and  passages  cleaned  . . . . 3 

4.  Dirty  areas  and  courts  cleaned  . . . . . . 27 

5.  Dampness  in  houses  abated  or  improved  . . 60 

6.  Defective  sinks,  tubs,  wash  hand  basins  and  baths 

renewed  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

7.  Defective  water  closets  repaired  or  renewed  . . 12 

8.  Defective  W.C.  apartments  repaired  . . . . 8 

9.  Defective  rhones,  waste  pipes,  etc.,  repaired  . . 26 

10.  Defective  roofs  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . 17 

1 1 . Choked  drains  and  traps  cleared  . . . . . . 59 

12.  Defective  floors  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ..  6 

13.  General  housing  defects  remedied  ..  ..  24 

14.  Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  . . . . 39 

f 15.  Nuisances  caused  by  hens,  cats  and  dogs  . . 8 

Lt  16.  Nuisances  caused  by  stray  pigeons  ..  ..  20 

17.  Verminous  houses  sprayed  and  fumigated  . . 4 

18.  Other  insect  pest  conditions  treated  ..  ..  58 

19.  Miscellaneous  nuisances  . . . . . . . . 62 
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The  dumping  of  rubbish  and  soot  was  found  to  be  on  the  increase 
I in  several  parts  of  the  town,  particularly  on  sites  where  old  properties 
' had  been  demolished,  on  open  spaces  in  new  housing  areas  and  along 
the  foreshore.  In  45  instances  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  warn  house- 
I holders  by  letter  in  the  Dysart  area  to  cease  dumping  household  refuse 
] in  the  vicinity  of  the  Braes,  which  not  only  spoiled  the  amenity  of  the 
I district  but  attracted  rats,  pigeons  and  seabirds  to  the  site.  Ashes  and 
I garden  rubbish  were  also  being  dumped  further  along  the  foreshore 

43 


on  land  reserved  for  open  spaces  under  the  supervision  of  the  Parks 
Department.  The  Police  were  notified  in  an  endeavour  to  stop  the 
practice  and  several  chimney  sweeps  were  also  warned  to  take  soot  to 
the  municipal  refuse  dump.  Notice  boards  prohibiting  dumping  of 
rubbish  were  posted  at  several  points  where  this  undesirable  practice 
persisted.  The  demolition  of  outbuildings  at  a private  housing  estate 
deprived  three  tenants  of  the  use  of  W.C.  accommodation  and  our 
intervention  was  required  to  ensure  temporary  arrangements  until  the 
tenants  could  be  rehoused.  Smoke  nuisance  produced  when  a small 
domestic  greenhouse  fire  was  banked  up  at  nights  affected  several  house- 
holders nearby,  who  raised  objection.  Another  type  of  fuel  was  re- 
commended. 

Some  housing  repairs,  causing  annoyance  to  occupiers,  were  slow 
to  be  remedied.  One  owner  agreed  to  do  some  of  the  work  at  once 
and  more  after  receipt  of  rents  at  the  following  term,  which  was  accepted. 
A marked  increase  in  rising  dampness  at  one  house,  following  demo- 
lition of  adjoining  property,  necessitated  trial  holes  being  dug  to  as- 
certain if  there  was  a movement  of  underground  water  nearby.  The 
sandy  subsoil  was  found  to  be  dry. 

The  increasing  popularity  of  local  public  parks  for  visitation  by 
large  picnic  parties  in  summer  and  complaints  of  nuisance  in  nearby 
woods  raised  the  question  of  the  adequacy  of  sanitary  accommodation 
in  the  vicinity  of  these  gatherings.  In  consultation  with  the  Parks 
Superintendent  it  was  agreed  that  toilets  in  the  recently  erected  sports 
stripping  pavilion  be  made  available  for  use  by  both  sexes,  that  extra 
male  and  female  convenience  attendants  be  on  duty  in  addition  to 
rangers  for  periods  up  to  six  hours  on  Saturday  afternoons  at  the 
three  main  parks,  and  that  additional  directional  signs  relating  to 
conveniences  be  provided.  It  was  expected  these  measures  would 
improve  the  position  next  year.  Cleansing  arrangements  worked  satis- 
factorily during  the  period  of  the  Links  market  and  caravans  inspected 
were  found  to  be  clean  and  tidy. 

A total  of  217  inspections  were  made  to  common  staircases  and 
passages  resulting  in  6 notices  being  served  on  owners  calling  for 
painting  or  lime-washing  of  4 common  passages.  Many  of  the  pro- 
perties visited  this  year  were  in  redevelopment  areas  of  the  town,  hence 
the  small  number  of  painting  notices  sent  out.  Inspections  of  piggeries 
and  stables  totalled  40;  most  of  the  piggeries  are  small,  only  two  of 
the  premises  housing  more  than  200  pigs.  Visits  were  paid  to  various 
condemned  and  empty  buildings  for  the  purposes  of  trapping  stray 
pigeons;  156  birds  and  many  eggs  and  nests  were  destroyed. 

12.  Rats  and  Mice 

A separate  report  is  sent  annually  to  the  Central  Department 
covering  activities  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 
The  following  information  is  extracted  therefrom: 

1 . Number  of  properties  inspected  . . . . . . 948 

2.  Number  found  infested  with  rats  or  mice  . . 200 
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3.  Number  cleared  of  rats  or  mice  . . ..  ..  180 

4.  Number  of  manholes  baited  . . . . . . 297 

5.  Estimated  kill  of  rats  in  sewers  . . . . . . 144 

6.  Known  kill  of  rats  elsewhere  . . . . . . 423 

7.  Known  kill  of  mice  by  operator  . . . . 638 


8.  Income  for  services  at  private  properties  £21  14s.  5d. 

The  arrangement  with  Fife  County  Council  of  surveying  school 
premises  during  holiday  periods  continued;  no  traces  of  rats  or  mice 
were  found.  Butchery  premises,  vacant  for  a period  before  demolition, 
were  found  to  have  an  extensive  mouse  infestation.  Suitable  treatment 
cleared  the  premises  before  the  building  was  disturbed.  A report  by  a 
householder  of  a dark-coloured  animal  with  a long  black  tail  being 
seen  in  a built-up  area  turned  out  to  be  an  escaped  mink.  The  animal 
was  captured  by  the  proprietor  of  a mink  farm  in  the  burgh ; the  latter 
farm  has  now  been  discontinued  for  the  keeping  of  mink.  From  our 
records  of  rats  caught  over  the  last  few  years  there  appears  to  be  no 
black  rats  or  ship  rats  in  the  burgh. 

13.  Infectious  Diseases 

Work  connected  with  infectious  diseases  called  for  investigation 
into  178  cases  comprising;  Dysentery  92;  Gastro-Enteritis  49;  Scarlet 
Fever  18;  Infective  Jaundice  1;  Food  Poisoning  6;  Hepatitis  6;  Diar- 
rhoea 2 and  Erysipelas  4. 

A report  was  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  all  cases 
investigated  and  intimations  of  the  occurrence  of  infectious  disease  was 
notified  to  headmasters  of  local  schools  in  31  instances. 

14.  Water  Supply 

The  Water  Engineer  reported  that  rainfall  recorded  at  Lothrie  for 
1962  was  34.85  inches  which  was  2.05  inches  below  average.  Storage 
in  the  reservoirs  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  684  million  gallons 
and  although  the  above  average  rainfall  of  January  increased  storage 
to  784  million  gallons  the  quantity  of  water  in  storage  decreased  to 
468  million  gallons  by  the  end  of  July  due  to  the  long  dry  spell  of  the 
previous  months.  Water  restrictions  were  imposed  by  the  Town  Council 
on  9th  July  in  terms  of  Section  59  of  the  Water  (Scotland)  Act,  1946, 
and  these  were  in  force  till  10th  September.  From  March  till  October 
water,  to  the  extent  of  144  million  gallons,  was  pumped  from  the 
Rothes  Borehole  to  the  treatment  works  at  Carberry  service  reservoir. 
Without  this  additional  supply  water  restrictions  would  have  been 
necessary  at  an  earlier  date. 

Following  a report  by  the  Water  Engineer  on  the  increasing  demand 
for  water  through  the  continued  growth  of  the  town  and  houses  fitted 
with  modern  amenities  investigations  started  to  explore  the  possibility 
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of  obtaining  an  additional  supply  of  underground  water  to  augment 
resources.  The  Housing  Committee  also  approved  a recommendation 
that  a 2 gallon  W.C.  cistern,  a 3 gallon  W.C.  cistern  and  a dual  flush 
cistern  be  installed  for  trial  purposes  in  Corporation  houses  to  find  if 
water  saving  could  be  accomplished  by  use  of  one  or  other  of  these 
appliances. 

Complaints  of  larvae  coming  through  householders  taps  were 
passed  to  the  Water  Engineer  for  attention.  This  was  a seasonal 
occurrence  caused  by  mosquitoes  laying  eggs  on  the  open  service 
reservoirs  at  Carberry  which  were  carried  through  the  screens  to  hatch 
out  in  the  distribution  system.  The  only  way  of  alleviating  the  problem, 
which  could  occur  at  any  time,  was  by  constant  scouring  of  the  mains 
and  this  was  done.  The  Water  Engineer  reported  later  that  from 
enquiries  made  at  other  water  undertakings  the  presence  of  larvae  was 
less  frequent  where  open  service  reservoirs  had  been  covered  over. 

Samples  of  drinking  water  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacterio- 
logical analysis  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory  in  all  respects. 


15.  Factories 

There  were  422  premises  on  the  register  and  304  inspections  were 
made  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health.  In  12  cases  want  of 
cleanliness  was  found  and  in  one  case  the  sanitary  accommodation  was 
insufficient.  In  one  instance  a defective  sanitary  convenience  was  re- 
ported to  the  Local  Authority  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories.  All 
the  defects  found  were  remedied. 

Plans  approved  for  major,  minor  and  other  alterations  at  factories, 
including  improved  sanitary  accommodation  totalled  24. 


16.  Lodging  Houses 

O’Neill’s  lodging  house,  the  last  in  the  town,  closed  down  in  June 
and  was  demolished  in  August.  Prior  to  demolition  the  whole  premises 
were  sprayed  twice  with  insecticides.  Two  lodgers,  who  were  homeless, 
were  offered  and  accepted  institutional  care  at  Abden  Home. 


17.  Smoke  Grit  and  Fumes 

A total  of  36  visits  and  inspections  were  made  to  industrial  boiler- 
house  plants  and  central  heating  units  while  49  smoke  observations 
were  taken  of  works’  chimneys.  There  was  a steady  improvement  in 
atmospheric  pollution  from  industrial  sources  though  several  firms 
have  still  to  complete  their  proposals  in  terms  of  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
1956.  In  one  case  where  the  firm  changed  from  bituminous  coal  to 
coke  it  was  necessary  to  give  the  attendant  a four-hour  stoker  demons- 
tration. 
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New  installations  this  year  included  8 gas-fired  units,  one  firm 
converted  from  coal  to  oil,  another  changed  from  coal  to  gas  firing, 
and  one  firm  replaced  a worn-out  central  heating  plant.  One  small 
boiler  unit  was  overhauled  and  the  chimney  re-sited  but  the  smoke 
nuisance  was  not  fully  abated.  School  boiler  plant  also  caused  com- 
plaint because  of  excessive  smoke  nuisance  when  the  fire  was  started 
up  each  morning.  In  a number  of  cases  it  was  found  necessary  to 
stress  the  need  for  summer  maintenance  of  boilers,  heating  plant  and 
fuel  systems  to  ensure  high  efficiency  in  the  winter  season  and  com- 
pliance with  the  requirements  of  the  Clean  Air  Act.  Mechanical  plant 
will  not  operate  satisfactorily  unless  burners,  stokers  and  all  accessories 
have  worn  parts  replaced  or  repaired  at  regular  intervals. 

Nine  notifications  were  received  in  terms  of  section  3 (3)  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  informing  the  Local  Authority  of  intention  to 
install  new  furnaces  or  make  extensive  alterations  to  existing  plant;  no 
request  was  received  for  prior  approval  of  a furnace  to  be  installed. 

In  two  cases  where  plans  were  submitted  to  the  Dean  of  Guild 
Court  in  respect  of  chimney  heights  our  recommendation  was  that  the 
chimneys  should  be  higher.  This  was  accepted. 

Fire  again  broke  out  at  several  points  on  the  redd  bing  at  the 
Frances  Colliery  early  in  the  year  and  was  not  brought  under  control 
until  May  when  smoking  and  fumes  ceased.  The  Health  Committee 
met  representatives  of  the  National  Coal  Board  and  learned  that 
everything  was  being  done  to  control  the  fires,  though  until  it  was 
possible  to  discontinue  tipping  over  the  main  face  and  deposit  redd  at 
low  levels  on  the  flanks  of  the  bing  this  risk  of  spontaneous  combustion 
would  remain.  Assurance  was  given  that  plans  for  low-level  tipping 
would  be  hastened  and  shortly  thereafter  these  were  approved  by  the 
respective  committees  and  the  Dean  of  Gulid  Court.  Low  level  tipping 
of  redd  commenced  in  December  1962  on  the  Dysart  side  of  the  main 
bing. 

The  attention  of  the  Police  was  drawn  to  a heavy  vehicle  which 
belched  clouds  of  bluish  fumes  from  the  exhaust  as  it  passed  through 
the  town,  causing  both  atmospheric  pollution  and  a danger  to  traffic. 
The  vehicle  was  traced  to  a Perth  depot  and  withdrawn  from  service 
until  engine  repairs  were  completed.  One  ship  at  the  harbour  was 
found  to  be  belching  black  smoke  due  to  burning  cold  oil.  The  nuisance 
was  abated  at  once  when  the  matter  was  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  Chief  Engineer. 

The  question  of  setting  up  smoke  control  areas  in  the  burgh  was 
again  raised  and  the  Health  Committee  agreed  to  explore  the  matter 
further  by  first  having  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  National 
Coal  Board  and  the  National  Union  of  Mineworkers.  It  was  the  in- 
tention later  to  hold  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Gas  and 
Electricity  Boards  and  also  with  the  Coal  Utilisation  Council.  There 
was  a considerable  increase  in  the  sale  of  gas  and  electrical  domestic 
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heating  appliances  to  householders  in  the  town  this  year  but  so  far 
as  was  known  the  sale  of  smokeless  fuels  did  not  increase  to  any  extent. 

Kirkcaldy,  however,  is  not  behind  in  its  endeavours  to  provide  a 
cleaner  atmosphere  in  the  domestic  field.  With  849  all-electric  houses 
completed  and  438  under  construction,  these  1,287  houses,  covering 
an  area  of  85|  acres,  should  make  a significant  contribution  to  the 
clean  air  programme  in  our  midst. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  Investigations 

Investigations  were  continued  throughout  1962.  The  average  over- 
all deposit  of  133.8  tons  per  square  mile  was  only  slightly  higher  than 
that  for  1961,  which  was  132.8  tons  and  indicated  that  the  improvement 
noted  in  previous  years  continued.  The  level  of  sulphur  pollution  as 
measured  by  the  lead  peroxide  candles  remained  fairly  constant. 

Details  are  as  follows: 

Deposit  Gauge  Samples 
Results  expressed  in  Tons  per  square  mile 

Average  Monthly  Average  monthly 
Site  Rainfall  deposit  of  Solid 

in  inches  Matter 


1962 

1961 

1962 

1961 

1.  Loughborough  Rd.  2.32 

2.33 

10.93 

9.82 

2.  Denburn  Yard  2.27 

2.39 

11.38 

12.32 

Lead  Peroxide  Candles 

Site 

A verage  Sulphur  Pollution 
mgm  SOJXQO  sq.cmsjday 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1.  Loughbourgh  Road 

0.80 

0.83 

0.86 

2.  Denburn  Yard  . . 

0.95 

0.62 

0.70 

3.  Beveridge  Park  . . 

0.41 

0.36 

0.47 

4.  Town  House 

0.63 

0.63 

0.78 

18.  Burial  Grounds 

Burial  grounds  were  visited  periodically  throughout  the  year  and 
found  to  be  well  maintained.  The  Corporation  crematorium  at  Dunni- 
kier  functioned  without  complaint.  Cremations  totalled  873. 

19.  Rivers  Pollution  p 

There  was  no  repetition  of  pollution  off-shore  from  the  new  Sea-  ' 
field  Colliery  sewer  outfall,  caused  in  the  previous  year  when  an  excess 
of  suspended  mineral  matter  in  the  mine  water  discharged  into  the 
River  Forth  contained  a high  proportion  of  clay  and  sand.  The  National 
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Coal  Board  gave  assurance  that  once  the  whole  of  the  underground 
works  were  completed  the  mine  water  would  comply  with  the  standard 
laid  down  of  not  more  than  200  parts  per  million  of  suspended  matter 
in  a million  parts  of  water. 

Pollution  was  not  noticeable  this  year  where  the  East  and  West 
Burns  join  the  sea  at  either  end  of  the  Burgh. 


20.  Schools,  Cinemas,  Public  Buildings  and  Dance  Halls 

All  cinemas,  dance  halls  and  other  places  of  entertainment  were 
visited  at  the  annual  inspection  by  officials  before  licences  were  granted, 
and  on  other  occasions.  Except  for  the  redecoration  of  one  cinema, 
which  was  outstanding,  only  minor  defects  at  other  places  required 
notification  to  receive  immediate  attention. 

Following  the  annual  survey  of  school  premises  a list  of  defects 
was  forwarded  to  the  County  Architect  for  his  attention.  Repairs  were 
put  in  hand  soon  afterwards  except  at  the  Half-time  School  where 
plans  were  in  hand  for  additional  accommodation  and  other  improve- 
ments. With  regard  to  defects  calling  for  modernisation  at  the  toilets 
of  Gallatown  Primary  School  it  was  learned  this  school  may  be  no 
longer  required  and  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  put  down  standard 
lavatories. 

A sample  of  swimming  pool  water  was  found  to  be  bacterio- 
logically  unsatisfactory  at  one  school  due  to  a defect  at  the  chlorinator. 
This  was  rectified  and  a follow-up  sample  complied. 

A total  of  58  visits  were  made  to  all  these  premises  in  1962. 


' 21.  Offices 

, The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Bill  was  published  and 
I for  offices  the  Bill  replaces  the  Offices  Act,  1960,  which  is  repealed. 
I New  provisions  for  securing  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  persons 
I employed  to  work  in  office  or  shop  premises  are  included  along  with 
similar  provisions  relating  to  persons  employed  in  certain  railway 
premises.  These  include  heating  and  ventilation,  sanitary  conditions, 
washing  facilities,  drinking  water,  cloakrooms  and  fire  precautions.  It 
i will  be  difficult  to  alter  or  extend  small  offices  to  meet  the  new  require- 
I ments  but  locally  in  recent  years  plans  for  new  or  modernised  office 
I premises  have  kept  abreast  of  changing  standards  following  our 
recommendations. 

I Twenty-seven  plans  were  approved  for  new  offices  or  for  major 
l|  office  alterations,  including  improved  sanitary  accommodation. 
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22.  Cleansing 

The  weight  of  household  refuse  collected  in  1962  decreased,  a 
tendency  which  has  become  evident  in  recent  years  due  to  improved 
housing  and  heating  arrangements  but  bulky  refuse  increased  through 
the  sale  of  so  many  commodities,  including  food,  in  containers  and 
wrappers.  While  some  compression  of  refuse  takes  place  in  the  fore 
and  aft  tipping  vehicles  now  in  use  the  latest  vehicle  on  order  will  be 
fitted  with  special  powerpress  equipment  to  enable  a heavier  load  to 
be  carried  to  the  tip.  After  careful  appraisal  of  the  slow  progress  made 
by  householders  to  provide  suitable  covered  dustbins  and  having  regard 
to  the  powers  contained  in  the  Kirkcaldy  Burgh  Extension  &c..  Order 
Confirmation  Act,  1950,  the  Town  Council  agreed  to  proceed  with  a 
phased  programme,  over  5/6  years,  whereby  refuse  bins  would  be  pur- 
chased under  contract  and  be  supplied  to  householders  on  a recharge- 
able basis.  The  dustbin  selected  was  the  “Falkirk  Bin”  with  bale  handle 
and  attached  lid,  capacity  1.36  cu.  ft.  and  weighing  about  12  lbs.  The 
sum  fixed  to  be  charged  per  dustbin  delivered  was  27/9d.  Arrangements 
were  put  in  hand  for  delivery  of  dustbins  to  start  in  April/May  1963, 
so  that  the  first  3,300  dustbins  would  be  in  use  by  October.  This  will 
mean  a considerable  step  forward  in  refuse  collection  and  one  that  has 
been  discussed  for  years  to  upgrade  and  improve  this  service  in  the 
interests  of  hygiene,  public  health  and  amenity.  Not  only  so  but 
collection  services  will  be  speeded  up  by  the  adoption  of  standard 
dustbins  with  less  danger  to  refuse  loaders  who  have  to  handle  all 
sorts  of  miscellaneous  containers  at  present,  many  of  which  are  quite 
unsuitable  for  the  purpose  and  mostly  without  lids.  Overtime  working 
on  refuse  collection  during  the  heaviest  period  of  the  year  was  practically 
eliminated  by  the  recent  re-organisation  of  this  service  which  was 
further  assisted  by  the  use  of  a new  Morris  Van  to  move  refuse  loaders 
from  one  district  to  another,  when  necessary.  The  collection  of  refuse 
by  bulk  loading  vehicle  from  bulk  bins  serving  groups  of  houses  was 
extended  in  the  Templehall  housing  area.  Bin  stores  holding  the  bulk 
bins  were  provided  with  an  adjoining  small  store  for  wastepaper.  Some 
misuse  of  the  latter  compartment  arose  when  garden  rubbish  and  refuse 
was  found  mixed  in  with  the  wastepaper. 

The  extra  grit  now  being  spread  during  frosty  weather  to  assist 
motor  traffic  created  more  work  for  the  street  cleansing  services  after- 
wards. As  far  as  possible  the  crushed  grit  must  be  prevented  from 
getting  beyond  the  street  gulleys  into  the  sewerage  system  so  that 
gulley  cleansing  becomes  important  after  stormy  weather.  An  order 
was  placed  for  a 1,000  gallon  gulley  emptying  vehicle  complete  with 
full  street  washing  equipment  for  delivery  in  1963.  The  present  gulley 
emptier,  now  15  years  old,  will  be  retained  as  a spare  and  to  assist 
with  street  washing  and  snow  clearance  in  winter.  Street  cleansing  was 
extended  to  the  burgh  boundaries  in  all  directions  although  the  roads 
department  continued  to  deal  with  grass  cutting  of  verges  on  all  country 
roads.  The  Town  Council  again  took  part  in  the  national  campaign 
to  keep  the  town  and  countryside  free  from  litter,  posters  being  ex- 
hibited on  Corporation  premises  and  in  local  public  parks.  Despite 
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these  eflforis  - and  the  risk  of  a £10  fine -careless  and  thoughtless 
littering  of  streets  continued,  especially  on  Saturday  evenings.  Several 
offenders  were  prosecuted  for  contravening  the  terms  of  the  Litter  Act, 
1958,  two  being  fined  £5  each  regarding  empty  beer  bottles  dropped 
and  broken  on  public  streets.  With  the  removal  of  lighting  standards 
and  other  poles  from  the  High  Street  a number  of  attached  litter  bins 
had  to  be  changed  to  other  sites.  New  tulip  type  litter  bins  replaced 
those  removed  and  others  will  be  erected  later.  Damage  to  litter  bins 
continued  both  by  unknown  vehicles  and  vandals. 

All  domestic  refuse  and  a considerable  tonnage  of  trade  refuse  was 
tipped  at  Balbarton  Tip  about  four  miles  from  the  burgh  boundary. 
This  main  disposal  point,  which  has  been  in  use  for  over  50  years, 
will  soon  reach  its  finished  level  to  the  main  road.  Steps  were  taken 
during  the  year  to  form  an  internal  roadway  down  to  the  low  level 
field  of  four  acres  or  thereby  on  the  other  side  of  the  present  tip  so 
that  tipping  at  this  point  will  start  sometime  in  1963. 

The  large  quantities  of  rubble  from  demolitions  in  High  Street 
provided  suitable  material  for  the  purpose  and  the  clay  and  soil  from 
the  same  areas  was  used  for  covering  deposited  refuse  on  the  main 
tip  nearing  completion.  The  Fordson  tractor-trailer  unit  recently  pro- 
vided at  Balbarton  improved  the  general  appearance  of  the  tip  by 
transporting  covering  material  to  seal  the  deposited  refuse  bulldozed 
by  the  David  Brown  crawler  tractor.  Tip  fires  were  reduced  by  control 
with  these  mechanical  aids.  Disturbance  of  refuse  by  unauthorised 
persons  at  nights  and  at  weekends  caused  some  concern  and  was  not 
easily  controlled.  There  was  little  demand  for  baled  tin  scrap  recovered 
for  salvage  and  through  the  introduction  of  a new  bottle  manufacturing 
process  the  outlet  for  broken  glass,  which  had  been  available  since  the 
war  years,  also  ceased.  Although  market  restrictions  still  prevailed 
sales  of  wastepaper  continued  around  last  year’s  average  of  80  tons 
per  month. 

For  the  year  ended  15th  May,  1962,  the  cost  of  collection  and 
disposal  of  refuse,  street  cleansing,  and  supervision  of  public  con- 
veniences amounted  to  £67,384  after  allowing  for  income  of  £10,862. 
This  worked  out  at  25/7d.  per  head  of  the  population  or  under  6d. 
per  week  - a very  reasonable  sum  for  all  the  services  provided. 

23.  Sewers  and  Drains 

Most  of  the  Dovecot  houses  at  Dysart  foreshore  were  closed  by 
the  end  of  the  year  and  nuisance  from  the  defective  sewer  serving  this 
small  area  was  abated.  Construction  of  sewers  and  manholes  for  the 
third  phase  of  private  housing  development  at  Dunnikier  Park  was 
sanctioned  to  proceed  this  year. 

The  comminutor  functioned  satisfactorily  at  the  Pathhead  sands 
sewer  outfall  but  by  autumn  repairs  were  necessary  and  the  equipment 
was  scheduled  for  overhaul. 
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Investigations  were  continued  in  connection  with  sewage  pollution 
of  the  burn  passing  through  the  middle  den  at  Dunnikier  and  Victoria 
Hospital  grounds.  Three  storm  overflows  from  the  Chapel  Valley  and 
Muttonhall  sewerage  systems  discharge  into  this  burn.  No  sewer  defects 
were  found  and  for  the  time  being  pollution  of  this  water  course  had 
ceased. 

Heavy  rains  in  September  caused  all  sewers  to  be  surcharged  to 
maximum  capacity  and  some  surface  gullies  were  unable  to  clear  the 
volume  of  surface  water  quickly  enough.  Fortunately  no  cases  of 
flooded  homes  were  reported. 

Complaints  of  smells  from  sewer  manholes  in  the  Links  area  have 
ceased  with  the  closing  of  the  Gas  Works. 

24.  Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Regulations 

Two  premises  were  registered  and  no  infringements  were  reported  i 
or  discovered  in  course  of  inspections. 


25.  Pet  Animals  Act 

Seven  applications  were  granted  to  keep  a pet  animal  shop  or 
mobile  stall.  In  one  case  budgerigars  and  canaries  were  found  for  sale 
in  premises  not  on  our  register.  The  owner  immediately  applied  for  a 
licence  when  the  matter  was  brought  to  his  attention.  No  other  in- 
fringements were  noted. 


26.  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act  and  Orders 

Authorised  sellers  of  Part  II  poisons  numbered  28  covering  42 
premises.  Altogether  53  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  proper 
labelling  of  containers  and  packages  and  of  registers,  where  necessary. 
No  infringements  were  found. 


27.  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 

All  six  samples  taken  in  1962  conformed  to  the  guarantee  given 
in  terms  of  the  Fertiliser  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926.  Samples 
examined  included  tomato  fertiliser,  organic-based  garden  fertiUser, 
dried  blood,  sulphate  of  ammonia,  broad  bran  and  intensive  layers 
pellets. 

28.  The  Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

The  sanitary  accommodation  at  one  farm  became  unsatisfactory 
but  the  steading  is  now  demolished.  Few  farms  are  contained  within 
the  burgh  boundary. 
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29.  Caravan  Sites 

There  are  no  licenced  caravan  sites  in  the  town  although  proposals 
are  under  consideration  for  a municipal  caravan  site  near  Seafield. 
Caravan  owners  who  occupy  vans  on  isolated  unauthorised  sites  within 
the  town  have  been  notified  to  remove.  Few  are  affected  since  this 
type  of  housing  is  not  encouraged. 

30.  Noise  Abatement 

A petition  was  received  from  twelve  residenters  about  noise  made 
by  compressors  and  drills  at  new  makings  in  course  of  erection  opposite 
dwellinghouses.  The  building  contractor  agreed  to  use  two  small  com- 
pressors instead  of  one  large  compressor  and  this  reduced  noise  in  the 
area  along  with  restriction  on  night  work.  Later  when  the  new  buildings 
were  occupied,  although  not  quite  completed,  complaints  arose  about 
noise  from  internal  machinery  and  equipment.  Again  compressors  were 
at  fault;  when  these  were  insulated  an  improvement  took  place.  These 
premises  were  still  under  supervision  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Other 
minor  complaints  of  noise  were  dealt  with  reasonably  satisfactorily. 
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